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MISSIONARY REPORTS. 


Georgia. 
Athens—Rev. T. L. Smiru. 


** You will observe that my report is partial; and it is for this reason : 
this you know is the seat of the State University, and my congregation is in 
a great measure composed of students. 

“1 think that the Church in Athens was formerly dependent on the So- 
ciety for support, but was given up. I consider it my duty to state, that it has 
come back on the Society; not on account of its decline, but. because its 
former Rector was a Professor in the College, and thence derived a sufficient 
support. Its present Rector is in no way supported from this source. The 
Church here is now in as good condition, if not better, than at any previous 
period. Its influence is silent, and decided. Your Missionary has always, 
and will continue ever, by the grace of God, to hold up Christ, and Him 
crucified ; and whatever good has been done has been effected in this way. 
This rich theme has always, and still strengthens his heart, and brightens 
his future hopes. He rests on the promise,—‘ If I be lifted up I will draw 


all men unto me.’ ”’ 


Alabama. 
Talladega—Rev. T. A. Coox. 


‘* We have but four communicants, although the number of our friends is 
increasing almost daily. There was for a long time a violent prejudice 
against the Church, but most of the bitterness of opposition is either tired 
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of its efforts or silenced. The congregations in regular attendance are 
usually respectable in size and deportment ; sometimes the house is crowded. 
We meet for the present at the ‘ Temperance Hall,’ and have one delight- 
ful privilege above most of our poor Missionary brethren, that of a sweet lit- 
tle organ. Your Missionary, at great personal sacrifice, has staked his 
salary to purchase one, which he obtained at $125, remarkably cheap for 
the quality. 

** Owing to your Missionary’s health and failing eye-sight, he has not been 
able to hold services more than once on every Sabbath; but so far as he can 
Jearn, his ministrations have done much good in removing prejudices, and 
drawing the minds of the people to the excellence of our form of sound 
words, which to them was at first strange, but now many who laughed ap- 
prove. Moreover, we have endeavored to show that we believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, with our whole hearts fervently. Your Missionary will say, 
without hesitation, that if he is sustained at his post for a few years, he will 
build up a Church in spite of all opposition. He has personal friends of 
the best stamp ; and engaged in a good cause, he fears nothing so much as 
bad treatment from his allies. An effort will soon be made to erect a Church, 
and then we hope to give a good account of ourselves, God being our 
helper.” 


Mississippi. 
Pontotoc—Rev. Epwarp Fontatne.* 


“*T commenced my ministrations in this parish, August Ist, 1848. It 
was organized by the Rev. E. H. Downing, February 23d, and admitted 
into union with the Diocese of Mississippi, by the Convention of May, 
| ia Ral i ea : 

‘‘T baptized and administered the Lord’s Supper to a colored man in pri- 
son, under sentence of death for murder. He was, I believe, a sincere peni- 
tent, and he met death with the firmness and resignation of a Christian. I 
organized a Sunday-school, which I lectured every Sunday morning, and 
 catechized monthly... ;* . .* . * 

“T also organized a Bible class, which numbered twenty-one adults. 
They recited once in each week. ' 

“The Church offerings for the year, at the Eucharist, amounted to 
$35 083. Through the instrumentality of the ladies of the congregation a 
rented room was neatly and comfortably furnished for Divine Worship. 

‘ Besides lectures and catechetical instruction to the Sunday-school and 
Bible class, I preached sixty sermons in Canton, and four in Livingston. 
In the neighbourhood of Livingston there are two families belonging to the 
Charch. 

“In circulating books I was much aided by Dr. E. D. Ward, of Canton, 
and Mr. D. T. Bigelow, of Jefferson County. In giving religious instruction 
to the blacks, I was greatly assisted by Col. Herndon, an attorney of Can- 
ton, and one of our communicants. So far from offering any impediment, 
I found the citizens of Canton always ready to facilitate my endeavours to 
promote the spiritual welfare of their slaves; and throughout our state I 
have met with every encouragement from their masters to perform this sa- 
cred duty, which U could reasonably ask.” j 


“Mr. Fontaine has resigned the station, which will account for the past tense 
throughout the report. 
i 
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Dhis. 
Wooster—Rev. J. W. Warrs. 


“T leave this parish in a flourishing condition. During my year’s minis- 
tration I have baptized four adults and twelve infants. There were con- 
firmed by the Bishop eleven persons, making an addition to the communion 
of that number. The Vestry have lately been at considerable expense in 
repairing the cupola, and making necessary improvements about the Church 
etxtioe, Pir wet ye 

“The Vestry have not as yet settled on one to fill my place, but hope to 
do so shortly. The field is a hard one, yet, by the blessing of God, an ear- 
nest and faithful ministration might do much. Whoever may be called to 
the charge, I do pray the stipend granted me will be transferred to my suc- 
cessor.” 


eee 


Michigan. 


Trenton—Rev. Ricuarp Bury. 


_ “Since my last report, I have continued to perform Missionary duty 
irrespective of particular locations ; a part of the time, with the approbation of 
my Diocesan, in the Diocese of Ohio, where, as in the sphere of my general 
duties here, I supplied occasional services, to parishes more or less destitute 
of regular ministrations. Having had no parochial cure, I have conse- 
quently but little further to report in the way of statistics.” 


Wisconsin. 


Janesville—Rev. Tuomas J. Ruaer. 


** Your Missionary, since his last report, has been enabled, by the bless- 
ing of God, to continue his labors as usual, without interruption, Within 
the last six months several have been added to the communion, and the con- 
gregation has much increased. Among the new communicants is the late 
Baptist minister of this place, who is now a candidate for Holy Orders. The 
seats in our new Church are nearly all sold or let. , Were it not for a debt 
of about a thousand dollars which we contracted in building our Church, 
we might now cease to bea Missionary Station. This debt, if you continue 
your assistance, we hope to liquidate in about two years. Till this is accom- 
plished we hope you will kindly help us as heretofore, especially as we have 
not solicited any aid in building our Church, and consequently the burden 
has been quite heavy upon our young congregation.” 


Missouri. 


Jefferson City—Rev. James STEVENSON. 

“Since his last report of April, 1847, the Missionary at Jefferson City, 
had been engaged at his station, until about the first of August, when he 
was compelled by a severe attack of illness to return to the East. Divine 
service was generally held on the morning and evening of Sundays, for the 
white congregation, and on the afternoon for the colored people, with the 
exception of a couple of weeks, when the Church was converted into a tem- 
porary hospital for cholera patients. We were compelled to adopt this alter- 
native or allow the sufferers to die in the streets; most of them being emi- 
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grants to California, and destitute of friends in the city. Notwithstanding 
the mortality in the place, the Missionary records with gratitude, that his 
congregation, many of whom were most active in attending to the sick, 
almost entirely escaped.” 


Lezington—Rerv. J. A. Harrison. 


‘The cholera, which prevailed in this region the past spring, called 
your Missionary frequently to the bed-side of the dying, and the grave of the 
poor destitute. Himself and family also were not exempt from it. Never 
did the offices of the. blessed Gospel yield him so much comfort, as when, 
in his midst, the pestilence walked in darkness, and the sickness destroyed 
at noon-day. None of his flock died from it; the tender mercy from on 
high which thus shielded him and his, he devoutly acknowledges. 

“Recent accessions to the communion have greatly cheered the heart ‘of 
your Missionary. There are others of his flock not far from the kingdom of 
God, whom he trusts soon to admit to Christ’s holy table. Friends at the 
East, and in St. Louis, have latterly aided the parish with contributions to 
the building fund. A handsome Font has likewise been presented by an 


unknown friend in St. Louis.’’ 
. * 
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Arkansas. 
Fayetteville—Rrv. W. C. Stour. 


“T respectfully report, that I have continued my labors since my April 
report, without any intermission, Some success has crowned my poor la- 
bors, and the future promises greater. In May Bishop Freeman visited 
this station, and confirmed five persons; his visit helped us much. 
His able sermons and godly counsels infused new life into the little band of 
Churchmen in this region; who begin to perceive that the Church is a 
school of piety—yea, the school of piety. And be assured that this is an 
important gain; for the Missionary generally finds a great difficulty in the 
vis inerti@ of his flock, which answers to the common opinion without, that 
the Church does not require of her members any great attainments in piety. 
It is truly a matter of joy to the Missionary, to behold unmistakable evidences 
of spirituality, as far removed from enthusiasm on the one hand, as from for- 
malism on the other. Your Missionary was advanced to the order of the 
Priesthood, on the last day of May, since which time he has celebrated the 
Holy Communion monthly in this parish. } 

“There are two Sunday-schools ; one in the morning for the white children, 
the other in the afternoon for the negroes, The first is not in a very flourish- 
ing condition; but the latter, at this time, gives very fair promise of good. 
Congregations are as good as we could expect with our limited means of 
accommodation. Our great want is a suitable house of worship. I have 
heretofore stated the inability of the congregation to build. One thousand 
dollars at this time, expended in the erection of a Church, would do more 
towards extending the Church’s evangelical doctrines than twice the amount 
in future salaries to the Missionary. 

“ Through the kind providence of God I have had health to officiate every 
Sunday. I am not, however, insensible to a gradual decline in my bodily 
strength, which warns me that it may be prudent to take some respite this’ 
winter, 
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Fort Smith—Rev. C. C. Townsenp. 


“The Mission is prospering, and I have recently commenced a regular 
Sunday afternoon service on the Cherokee side of the river, which is well 
attended, and promises some good. 

** As soon as we have secured a comfortable Church, we hope to be able 
to relieve the Committee, to some extent, of the present burden of support. 
With a devout tribute of gratitude to God, who ‘ hitherto hath helped us,’ 
this report is respectfully submitted.” 


Gexas. 
Houston—Rev. H. N. Pierce. 


«« With the exception of the last five days, during which your Missionary has 
been in Houston on business connected with the Diocese, he has spent his 
whole time in his own appointed field of labor. He has, however, 
visited at sundry times the counties adjoining, for the purpose of preach- 
ing and administering the, sacrament to the scattered sheep. The congre- 
gations in Washington county have steadily increased since my last report 
both in interest and numbers. Many who were before wholly un- 
accustomed to the use of the Prayer Book, now join in our public services ; 
and we have more applications for books than we can comply with. I 
wrote sometime since to the Secretary of the New-York Bible and Prayer 
Book Society, begging a donation, and hope before long to be able to sup- 
ply all who are desirous of uniting with us in the worship of God, with the 
means of doing so. At Brenham, we have purchased a room for the pur- 
pose of holding our services in, which will soon be filled up with suitable 
seats, reading-desk, pulpit, chancel, &c. Its dimensions are forty by twenty, 
or nearly this, and it will answer for a church for several years, until we 
are able to erect a better. At Washington we have taken some 
steps towards building a small Church; we have nearly $800 subscribed, 
and shall begin when we have made sure of a thousand. At Independence 
we have about #500 subscribed towards the erection of a Chapel in that 
place. I therefore have great hopes of being able, in the course of a twelve- 
month, to worship in our own houses. Quite a number of persons are ready 
for confirmation, and two adults have been baptized ; also several children. 
I do not specify, as I have not my journal and register with me, nor is it ex- 
pected in this October report, as I understand the instructions. I might 
give you: particulars which perhaps would be interesting, as showing the 
prospects of the Church in this sectton, and will do so before long ; but if 
my plans and expectations were made public, they would find their way 
back here, and perhaps do the cause of the Church much harm, for there 
is in some quarters a determined and strong opposition to the Church; 
and though I desire to be as harmless as the dove, yet I dare not-wholly 


forget the wisdom of the serpent.” 


ed 


California. 
San Francisco—Rev. J. L. H. Ver Meme. 


“‘{ think it my duty, and esteem it my privilege, to give you as often as 
possible, information of my doings in this station, where I feel more and 


more that I have been entrusted with a most important work. 
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‘*As I mentioned in my last report, of 31st December, 1849, ‘ Grace 
Chapel,’ a drawing of which I send you for publication in the ‘ Spirit of 
Missions,’ was opened on the 29th of December, neatly finished, at a 
cost of eight thousand dollars. It is a spacious building, to be ex- 
tended with comparatively small expense, and holding now five or six 
hundred worshippers. On Epiphany Sunday, I administered communion 
to twenty-five communicants, which !s much in the rainy season. On 
the second Sunday after Epiphany, I announced the opening of a parish 
school, for all Episcopal children, on the following Monday; and since, this 
school is in operation daily, under my own tuition. On further consider- 
ation, I have postponed the organization of a Vestry, keeping its Mission- 
ary character to the Church, and more freedom and usefulness in my 
work at large. I rely for support on the weekly offertory, except on 
Communion Sundays, when it is for charitable purposes; and the people 
are not backward in their duty, as they are faithful and attentive in their 
attendance. . 


WAN WY 


Grace Chapel, San Francisca 


“As soon as the rainy season ends, in two or three weeks, I intend to 
have no more afternoon service in the Church, but evening service, and to 
gather the sailors in the afternoon. I hope, and am by many encouraged 
to hope so, to establish a Floating Chapel for sailors. I bec your prayers for 
this undertaking, as the field is arduous, and claims all my energies. 

_‘‘ Thave been very unfortunate with the Bibles, Prayer-Books, and Tracts 
given. to me at New-York. I left them at Valparaiso, on board the Wash- 
ington, in care of the supercargo; and whilst lying here in port, they 
have been carried off. Happily, I have received from England seven hundred 
Bibles and Testaments, and have received from the Female Bae sBy So. 
ciety of Philadelphia, about one hundred and fifty Prayer-Books, not sufti- 
cient for use in the Church; but I have no Church Tracts, and am anxious 
to have at least more Prayer-Books. I hope you will consider the case 
and supply me with what I can get nowhere else.” f 
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MINNESOTA. 


AurHoues that district of country now known as the Territory of Min- 
nesota occupies an important position in the Mississippi valiey, and its 
beautiful streams and pretty Jakes, its fertile plains and evergreen forests, 
its Indian traditions and early history have Jong been familiar to the fur 
trade and the veyageur, yet to a considerable proportion of the people of the 
United States, it has remained, until quite recently, a sort of terra incognita. 
The organization of a new territory here has awakened a lively interesé in 
‘this region. Its extensive resources are Just beginning to develope them- 
selves, and information with reference to its climate, topography, &c., is 

agerly sought by the public. 

The reader, looking at the location of Minnesota on the map of North 
America, will observe that it is situated on the head waters of the rivers 
which flow into Hudson’s Bay, the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the Gulf of 
Mexico; and, as its waters commingle with those of Red River, the St. 
Lawrence, and the Mississippi, so, in like manner, is its history associated 
with the early history of discoveries made on those rivers. The traveller in 
this region will find attached to the natural scenery, the rivers, the lakes, 
the hills, and the forests, a vast number of names of French origin. He 
will meet with a large population of mixed breeds, whose ancestry may be 
traced back to a remote period in the early settlement of America. He 
will see different tribes of aborigines, whose language is unintelligible to 
each other. He will hear allusi ns made to events which transpired here 
long before the Revolutionary war. 

Some confusion has often arisen to the reader on account of the different 
names by which the same lakes, rivers, etc., have been designated in this 
Territory. The cause of this is attributed to the different languages of the 
early settlers. One name is applied to a lake, for example, by the Chippe- 
was, another by the Sioux, a third by the French, and a fourth by the 
English; or the English, in translating the Indian name, have sometimes 
adopted that given by the Sioux, and at other times that given by the Chip- 
pewas. The cluster of lakes at the head watersof Rum River has received 
the different appellations of “Mille Lac,’’ “‘ Thousand Lakes,” “ Knife 
Lake,” ‘‘ Spirit Lake,” etc. 

- The Territory of Minnesota derives its name from Mini-sotah, the name 
given by the Sioux to the St. Peter’s River ; mini in their language meaning 
water, and sotah, muddy, or slightly turbid. It is bounded on the north by 
Canada West, on the east by Lake Superior and Wisconsin, on the south 
by Iowa, and on the west by the Missouri and White Earth rivers. 

This beautiful Territory embraces an area of about one hundred and 
sixty-six thousand square miles. 

The boundaries of Minnesota are thus defined in an act to establish 
the Territorial government of Minnesota, passed in the Fall of 1848. Be- 
ginning in the Mississippi P.iver, at the point where the line of forty-three 
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude crosses the same; thence run- 
ning due west on said line, which is the northern boundary of the State of 
Iowa, to the northwest corner of the said State of Iowa; thence southerly 
- along the western boundary of said State to the point where said boundary 
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strikes the Missouri River; thence up the middle of the main channel of 
the Missouri River to the mouth of the White-Earth River; thence up the 
middle of the main channel of the White-Earth River to the boundary line 
between the possessions of the United States and Great Britain; thence 
east and south of east along the boundary line between the possessions of the 
United States and Great Britain to Lake Superior ; thence in a straight line 
to the northernmost point of the State of Wisconsin in Lake Superior ; 
thence along the western boundary line of said State of Wisconsin to the 
Mississippi River ; thence down the main channel of said river to the place 
of beginning. The eastern boundary {sas follows: 

Beginning on the northern shore of Lake Superior, where the boundary 
line between the possessions of the United States and Great Britain intersects 
it » thence in a straight line to the middle of Lake Superior, opposite the 
mouth of Montreal River; thence to the mouth of the St. Louis River ; 
thence upon the main channel of said river to the first rapids in the same, 
above the Indian village, according to Nicollet’s map; thence due south to 
the main branch of River St. Croix ; thence down the main channel of said 
river to the Mississippi; thence down the main channel of the Mississippi to 
43° 30’ north latitude. 

The Mississippi, one of the largest rivers in the world, has its source 
here, some three thousand miles from its mouth; and, after running north 
and then east, as if in doubt whether to mingle with the waters of Hudson’s 
Bay, or embosom itself in Lake Superior, finally turns its course toward 
the sunny south, as if in scorn of the royal government ruling over the soil 
washed by the Hudson Bay and the St. Lawrence River, and makes her 
way through the heart of our republic to the Gulf of Mexico. Nine hun- 
dred miles of the length of this majestic river are embraced in the Territory 
of Minnesota. Of this portion, 219 miles are now navigated by regular 
steam-packets, and 325 miles more may hereafter, probably, be rendered 
navigable for steamboats of a light draft. Jouisiana and Minnesota, at the 
opposite extremes of the river, will be the only states whose territory extends 
on both sides of this stream. The Mississippi River, like an iron bolt, ex- 
tending through the centre of our country, having its two heads clinched in 
Minnesota and Louisiana, will ever, we trust, hold in firm union the United 
States of our republic. Numerous tributaries of the Mississippi, of large 
size, and some susceptible of steamboat navigation, course through the fer- 
tile plains of Minnesota. The northeastern portion is washed by the crystal 
water of Lake Superior, which is of itself an inland sea for the prosecution 
of trade and commerce, and opens an avenue to the Atlantic. The ma- 
jestic Missouri, after having flowed nearly one thousand miles from the 
base of the Rocky Mountains, sweeps along nearly the whole western 
border of Minnesota, opening an avenue of trade and of navigation almost to 
the Territory of Oregon. Its large tributaries, St. James and the Big 
Sioux, water valleys of great beauty and fertility ; extensive prairies, bloom- 
ing with flowers, and covered with luxuriant grasses, affording sustenance 
to immense herds of buffalo, saying nothing of elk, deer, antelopes, and 
other small game. Red River, and other streams flowing into the waters 
of Hudson’s Bay, have their sources in this territory. 

As soon as a treaty is concluded with the Sioux for the relinquishment of 
their lands, as is anticipated, the beautiful country stretching along the Mis- 
sissippi, from Iowa to the St. Peter’s, and watered by the latter river and its 
numerous southern tributaries, by the Upper Iowa, Root, Wazi Oju, Can- 
non, and Vermillion Rivers, will be thrown open for settlement; a country 
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of great fertility, of picturesque scenery, possessing a healthy climate, and 
probably rich in mineral treasures, abundant water power, and offering an 
inviting field for manufacturing and agricultural pursuits. 

Beautiful lakes of transparent water, well stocked with fish, and varying 
from the size of ponds to that of the largest in the world, are profusely scat- 
tered over the Territory. Forests of pine and other evergreens, orchards of 
the sugar maple, groves of hard and soft wood of various species, for fuel, 
furniture, or building timber, wild rice and cranberries, and various species 
of wild fruit, copious springs of pure water, a fertile soil, and water power 
easily improved, and abundantly distributed, render this region peculiarly 
adapted to the wants of man. Add to this, a salubrious climate, and Minne- 
sota appears to enjoy resources for becoming a thriving and popular State, 
and holds out inducements to all who seek labor or amusement, health or 
happiness. 

From Rock River Rapids to the mouth of the St. Peter’s, the Mississippi 
is never obstructed for steamboat navigation, except during the winter, Ga- 
lena, an intermediate point between these extremes, will soon be connected 
with Chicago by a railroad, which is now in the progress of construction ; 
cars are already running on the eastern portion of the road, and during the 
present season it will be completed to Elgin, forty miles west of Chicago, 
and will be rapidly extended thence to Galena. This forms a part of an un- 
interrupted line of railroad communication, which will soon connect the 
Mississippi River with Boston, New-York, and other Atlantic Cities. Pas- 
sengers can now go from Chicago to New-York in sixty-four hours, and 
when the above road is completed, a journey from New-York to Galena, 180 
miles beyond Chicago, will occupy only eight hours more. Thence one 
day’s journey by a good steam-packet will take the traveller to the capital of 
Minnesota Territory. 

The high latitude in which this Territory is situated will operate upon 
the minds of some as a serious objection to making it a place of residence. 
It is an error, very generally prevailing, to judge of a climate by its latitude. 
Numerous circumstances tend to modify the climate or to produce a great 
difference of climate, in two sections of the same zone. The geology of a 
country has much to do with its climate. Its topography, its elevation, its 
lakes and rivers, hills and valleys, its soil, forests, prevailing winds, moisture 
or dryness, more or less affect its temperature. One favorable character 
which the climate of Minnesota possesses in its dryness during the winter.— 
[ Compiled from ‘ Sketches of Minnesota, the New-England of the West,’ by E. K. Seymour. | 
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OREGON. 


Oretcon has been hitherto considered as embracing the whole division 
of America drained by the Columbia River, together with the territories 
between the valley of that stream and the Pacific, and the islands adjacent. 

By the treaty concluded at Washington, on the [5th of June, 1846, a 
line drawn along the 49th parallel of latitude, from the Rocky Mountains 
to the Strait of Fuca, and thence southward, through the middle of the 
strait, to the Pacific, has been established as the line of separation, between 
the territories of the United States on the south, and those of Great Britain 
on the north; and the name of Oregon will therefore probably, in future, 
be confined to the portion of the continent between the 49th and the 42d 


parallels of latitude. 
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This country extends, on the Pacific, from the vicinity of Cape Mendo- 
cino, five hundred miles, to Cape Flattery, at the entrance of the Strait of 
Fuca; from the eastern extremity of which strait, distant one hundred 
miles from the ocean, a range of mountains stretches north-eastward, about 
four hundred miles, to the Rocky Mountains, near the 54th degree of lati- 
tude, separating the waters of the Columbia from those of Frazer’s River. 
The Rocky Mountains form the eastern boundary of the Columbia regions, 
for about twelve hundred miles, from the 54th to the 42d parallels; and 
those regions are separated from California, on the south, by the Snowy 
Mountains, which appear to extend continuously from the Rocky Moun- 
tains, nearly in the course of the 41st parallel, about seven hundred miles 
westward, to the vicinity of the Pacific. It is not easy to define these 
boundaries more exactly, as the directions of the mountain chains are not 
accurately ascertained. The territory included within these limits, and 
drained almost entirely by the Columbia, is not less than four hundred thou- 
sand square miles in superficial extent; which is more than double that of 
France, and nearly half that of all the states of the Federal Union. Its 
southernmost points are in the same latitudes with Boston and with Flor- 
ence; while its northernmost correspond with the northern extremities of 
Newfoundland, and with the southern shores of the Baltic Sea. 

The Pacifie.coast of this territory extends, in a line nearly due north, 
from Cape Mendocino to Cape Flattery; in which whole distance there is 
but one harbor, or place of refuge for ships, namely, the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia River, near the 46th degree of latitude, and that harbor is very fre- 
quently inaccessible. 

The interior of this part of America is, as already said, traversed by many 
great ranges of mountains, running generally almost parallel with each other, 
and with the coast: before describing them, however, it will be convenient 
to present a general view of the Columbia River and its branches. 

The Columbia enters the Pacific Ocean between two points of land, seven 
miles apart—Cape Disappointment on the north, and Cape Adams on the 
south, of which the former is in the latitude of 46 degrees 19 minutes, (cor- 
responding nearly with Quebec, in Canada, and Geneva, in Switzerland,) 
and in longitude of 47 degrees west from Washington, or 124 degrees west 
from Greenwich. The main river is formed, at the distance of two hundred 
and fifty miles from its mouth, by the union of two large streams, one from 
the north, which is usually considered ‘as the principal branch, and the 
other, called the Sahaptin, or Snake, or Lewis’s River, from the south-east. 
These two great confluents receive, in their course, many other streams, 
and they thus collect together all the waters flowing from the western sides 
of the Rocky Mountains, between the 42d and the 54th parallels of latitude. 

The northern branch of the Columbia rises in the Rocky Mountains, 
near the 53d degree of latitude. One of its head-waters, the Canoe River, 
runs from a small lake, situated in a remarkable cleft of the great chain, 
called the Punch Bowl, at the distance of only a few feet from another lake, 
whence flows the westernmost stream-of the Athabasca River, a tributary 
to the Mackenzie, emptying into the Arctic Sea. This cleft appears to be 
the only practicable pass in the mountains north of the 49th decree of lati- 
tude, and through it is conducted all the trade of British subjects between 
the territories on either side of the ridge. It is described, by those who 
have visited it, as presenting scenes of the most terrific grandeur, being 
overhung by the highest peaks in the dividing range, of which one, called 
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Mount Brown, is not less than sixteen thousand feet, and another, Mount 
Hooker, exceeds fifteen thousand feet, above the ocean level. 

Ata place called Boat Encampment, near the 52d degree of latitude, 
Canoe River joins two other streams, the one from the north, the other, the 
largest of the three, running along the base of the Rocky Mountains, from 
the south. The river thus formed, considered as the main Columbia, takes 
its course nearly due south, through defiles, between lofty mountains, being 
generally a third of a mile in width, but, in some places, spreading out into 
broad lakes, for about three hundred miles, to the latitude of 48} degrees, 
where it receives the Flatbow or M’Gillivray’s River, a large branch, flow- 
ing, also, from the Rocky Mountains on the east. A little farther south, 
the northern branch unites with the Clarke or Flathead River, scarcely in- 
ferior, in the quantity of water supplied, to the other. The sources of the 
Clarke are situated in the dividing range, near those of the Missouri and 
the Yellowstone, whence it runs northward, along the base of the moun- 
tains, and then westward, forming, under the 48th parallel, an extensive 
sheet of water, called the Kullerspelm Lake, surrounded by rich tracts of 
land, and lofty mountains, covered with noble trees; from this lake the 
river issues, a large and rapid stream, and, after running about seventy 
miles westward, it falls into the north branch of the Columbia, over a ledge 
of rocks. From the point of union of these two rivers, the Columbia turns 
towards the west, and rushes through a ridge of mountains, where it forms 
a cataract called the Chaudiére or Kettle Falls. Continuing in the same 
direction eighty miles, between the 48th and the 49th parallels, it receives, 
in succession, the Spokan from the south, and the Okinagan from the north, 
and, from the mouth of the latter, it pursues a southward course for one 
hundred and sixty miles, to its junction with the great southern branch, 
near the 47th degree of latitude. 

Of the Sahaptin, or Lewis, or Snake River, the great southern branch of 
the Columbia, the farthermost sources are situated in the deep valleys or 
holes of the Rocky Mountains, near the 42d degree of latitude, within short 
distances of those of the Yellowstone, the Platte, and the Colorado. The 
most eastern of these head-waters, considered as the main river, issues from 
Pierré’s Hole, between the Rocky Mountains and a parallel range called 
the Tetons, from three remarkable peaks, resembling teats, which rise to a 
great height above the others. Running westward, this stream unites suc- 
cessively with Henry’s Fork from the north, and the Portneuf from the 
south. Sume distance below its junction with the latter, the Lewis enters 
the defile between the Blue Mountains on the west, and another rocky 
chain, called the Salmon River Mountains, on the east, and takes its course 
north-westward, for about six hundred miles, to its union with the northern 
branch, receiving many large streams from each side. The principal of 
these influent streams are the Malade or Sickly River, the Boisé or Reed’s 
River, the Salmon River, and the Kooskooskee, from the east, and the 
Malheur and Powder River, from the Blue Mountains, on the west. 

Of these two great branches of the Columbia, and the streams which fall 
into them, scarcely any portion is navigable by the smallest vessels for more 
than thirty or forty miles continuously. The northern branch is much used 
by the British traders for the conveyance of their furs and merchandise, by 
means of light canoes, which, as well as their cargoes, are carried by the 
boatmen around the falls and rapids so frequently interrupting their voyage. 
The Lewis River and its streams offer few advantages in this way; as they 
nearly all rush, in their whole course, through deep and narrow chasms, 
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between perpendicular rocks, against which a boat would be momentarily 
in danger of being dashed by the current. 

From the point of junction of these two great branches, the course of 
the Columbia is generally westward to the ocean. A little below that point, 
it receives the Walla-Walla, and then, in succession, the Umatalla, John 
Day’s River, and the Chutes or Falls River, all flowing from the south, and 
some others, of less size, from the north. Near the mouth of the Falls 
River, eighty miles below the Walla-Walla, are situated the Falls, or Chutes, 
as they are called, of the Columbia, where the great stream enters a gap in 
the Far-West range of mountains. Four miles farther down are the Dalles, 
or rapids formed by the passage of the waters between vast masses of rock ; 
and thirty miles below these are the Cascades, a series of falls and rapids 
extending more than half a mile, at the foot of which the tides are observ- 
able at the distance of a hundred and twenty miles from the Pacific. 

The superficial extent of this country may be estimated at about forty- 
five thousand square miles, of which a small proportion only, not €X- 
ceeding an eighth, is fit for cultivation. The climate, like that of California, 
is warm and dry in summer; very little rain falling between April and 
November, though it ?s violent, and almost constant, during the remainder 
of the year. Snow’'is rarely seen in the vaileys, in which the ground fre- 
quently continues soft and unfrozen throughout the winter. The soil, in 
some of these valleys, is said to be excellent for wheat, rye, oats, peas, po- 
tatoes, and apples; fifteen bushels of wheat being sometimes yielded by a 
single acre. Indian corn, which requires both heat and moisture, does not 
succeed. in any part of Oregon. Hogs live and multiply in the woods, 
where an abundance of acorns is to be found; the cattle also increase, and 
it is not generally necessary for them to be housed or fed in the winter. 
The hills and the flanks of the great mountains are covered with timber, 
which grows to an immense size. A fir, near Astoria, measured forty-six 
fect in circumference at ten feet from the earth; the length of its trunk, 
before giving off a branch, was one hundred. and fifty-three feet, and its 
whole height not less than three hundred feet. Another tree, of the same 
species, on the banks of the Umqua River, is fifty-seven feet in girth of 
trunk, and two hundred and sixteen feet in length below its branches. 
“Prime sound pines,” says Cox, ‘ from two hundred to two hundred and 
eighty feet in height, and from twenty to forty feet in circumference, are 
by no means uncommon.” ‘The land on which these large trees grow is 
good; but the labor of clearing it would be such as to prevent any one 
from undertaking the task, until all the other spots, capable of cultivation, 
should have been occupied. From the peculiarities of climate above men- 
tioned, it is probable that this country cannot be rendered very productive 
without artificial irrigation, which appears to be practicable only in a few 
places; and that consequently the progress of settlement in it will be much 
slower than in the Ailantic regions of the continent, where this want of 
moisture does not exist. 

About one hundred and fifty miles east of the Far-West Mountains is 
another chain, called the Blue Mountains, stretching from the Snowy Moun- 
tains northward to the 47th degree of latitude, and forming the western 
wall of the valley of the Lewis, the great southern branch of the Columbia. 
North of the 47th degree are other ridges, which appear to be continua- 
tions of the Blue Mountains; but they are Jess defined, and are distin- 
guished by other names. The region between the Blue and the Far-West 
Mountains embraces several tracts of country comparatively level, and 
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some valleys wider than those of the Pacific region; the soil is, however, 
less productive, and the climate less favorable for agriculture, than in the 
places similarly situated nearer the ocean. The most extensive valleys are 
those traversed by the streams flowing into the Columbia from the south, 
between the Far-West range and the Blue Mountains, particularly the 
Walla-Walla, and the Falls or Chutes Rivers: the plains, as they are called, 
though they are rather tracts of undulating country, are on both sides of 
the northern branch of the Columbia, between the 46th and the 49th pa- 
rallels of latitude. The surface of the plains consists generally of a yellow, 
sandy clay, covered with grass, small shrubs, and prickly pears; in the val- 
leys farther south, the soil is somewhat better, containing less of sand and 
more of vegetable mould, and they give support to a few trees, chiefly su- 
mach, cotton-wood, and other soft and useless woods. The climate of this 
whole region is more dry than that of the country nearer the Pacific; the 
days are warm, and the nights cool; but tke want of moisture in the air 
prevents the contrast of temperature from being injurious to health, and the 
country is represented, by all who have had the opportunity of judging by 
experience, as being of extraordinary salubrity. The wet season extends 
from November to April; but the rains are neither frequent nor abundant, 
and they never occur at any other period of the year. In the southern 
valleys there is little snow; farther north it is more common, but it seldom 
lies long, except on the heights. Under such circumstances, it will be seen 
that little encouragement is offered for the cultivation of this part of Oregon. 
On the other hand, the plains and valleys appear to be admirably adapted 
for the support of cattle, as grass, either green or dry, may be found at all 
times, within a short distance, on the bottom lands or on the hill sides. 
The want of wood must also prove a great obstacle to settlement, as this 
indispensable article can only be procured from a great distance up the 
north branch of the Columbia, or from the Pacific region, with which the 
passages of communication through the mountains are few and difficult. 

The country farther east, between the Blue Mountains and the Rocky 
Mountains, appears to be, except in a very few small detached spots, abso- 
lutely uninhabitable by those who depend on agriculture for subsistence. 
It is, in fact, a collection of bare, rocky mountain chains, separated ‘by deep 
gorges, through which flow the streams produced by the melting of the 
snows on the summits; for in the lower grounds rain seldom falls at any 
time. On the borders of the Lewis, and of some of the streams falling into 
it, are valleys and prairies, producing grass for cattle ; but all the attempts 
to cultivate the esculent vegetables have failed, chiefly, as it is believed, 
from the great difference in the temperature between the day and the suc- 
ceeding night, especially in the summer, which 1s commonly not less than 
thirty, and often exceeds fifty, degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer.* North 
of the 48th parallel, the climate is less dry, and the bases of the mountains 
are covered with wood; but the temperature in most places is too cold for 
the production of any of the useful grains or garden vegetables. ‘The parts 
of this region which appear to be the most favorable for agriculture, are 
those adjacent to the Clarke River, and particularly around the Kullerspelm, 
or Flathead Lake, where the hills are well clothed with oaks, elms, cedars, 
and pines, and the soil of the low grounds is of good quality. 


* The thermometer was seen by Wyeth, at Fort Hall, on the Lewis, near the 43d 

arallel of latitude, at the freezing point in the morning, and at ninety-two degrees of 

Fahrenheit in the middle of a day in August. Frosts occur at this place in nearly every 
month in the year. 
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The. citizens of the United States in the Columbia regions, previous to 
1843, did not probably exceed four hundred in number, nearly all of whom 
were established in the valley of the Willamet, and on the Walla- Walla, as 
farmers, graziers, or mechanics, very few being engaged in any commercial 
pursuit. The greater part of them had gone thither under the guidance of 
missionaries of several Protestant sects, from the Mississippi, or from the 
Eastern States of the Union; and their condition might be considered as 
prosperous, in consequence rather of their industry, sobriety, and morality, 
than of any peculiar advantages of soil or climate, in the country. The 
Roman Catholics were priests from Missouri, chiefly Jesuits, who, as usual, 
devoted themselves almost exclusively to the instruction of the natives. 

In 1843, however, a large emigration took place to these countries from 
the United States; and it has been continued ever since, so that at the end 
of 1845, the number of American inhabitants was not less than six thou- 
sand, of whom perhaps three-fourths were established in the Willamet. 
There they organized a government on the model of those of their father- 
land; and, according to the most recent accounts, the little colony is pro- 
ceeding in the most satisfactory manner, in every respect. Their chief 
town, called Oregon City, at the Falls of the Willamet, contains several 
hundred inhabitants; the abundance of their crops enables them to afford a 
sufficiency of food, not only for the supply of the new comers, but also for 
exportation to the Sandwich Islands; and a newspaper, moreover, issues 
weekly from their printing press. With their neighbors of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company they maintain the most friendly relations; and there is reason 
to believe that a large proportion of the servants of that body, in the terri- 
tory, will remain, and that their children, at least, will become citizens of 
the Republic, to which the region south of the 49th parallel is now defini- 
tively secured, F 

The intercourse between the States of the Union and the Columbia re- 
gions, has been hitherto conducted almost entirely by land: the number of 
emigrants who have gone to those regions by sea has been small; and the 
Missouri, the Arkansas, and the Red Rivers, have not as yet been used as 
channels of communication beyond the limits of the States. To what dis- 
tance the two last-named rivers may be ascended by boats is not yet deter- 
mined ; there is, however, strong reason to believe, that they may each be 
navigated to points, much nearer to the passes of the Rocky Mountains, 
than the place from which the land journey is now commenced. The 
Missouri will, in all probability, never be employed for the purpose, beyond 
the mouths of the Kansas, or the Platte, on account of its circuitous course, 
and the great elevation and barrenness of the region between its head-waters 
and those of the Columbia. 

The towns of Independence and Westport, near the confluence of the 
Kansas with the Missouri, on the western frontier of the state of Missouri, 
form the usual places of departure to and arrival from Oregon and New- 


Mexico.—[ Compiled from “* The History of Oregon and California, &c.,” 
by Robert Greenhow. | 
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Intelligence. 


MORE HELP NEEDED. 


GreaT encouragement was given to our Domestic Missions, and to the 
Missionary Bishops, and their faithful company, by the liberal contributions 
of so mary churches after the Advent appeal. All, or nearly all, the Mis- 
sionaries, in consequence, received their allowances up to October last. 
But, let the clergy and brethren be reminded, that in April six months 
more of salary are due. A specified expenditure requires correspondent 
receipts. Hither the one annual effort should be equal to the work re- 
quired, securing a sufficiency of income for the season; or continuous ef- 
forts must be made. The regular collection in the churches was not in- 
tended to prevent private offerings; they are and will be needed, and we 
earnestly ask for them. When any, grateful to God for his mercies, or 
impressed with their own spiritual obligations, or moved by human sympa- 
thy and kindness, feel disposed to give, let them bear in memory the cause 
of our Domestic Missions, the labors and necessities of our Missionary 
soldiers. Such offering, in any view of the matter, spiritual, social, per- 
sonal, can hardly be misplaced. 

And will those of the clergy, who have not made any contributions in 
their parishes, allow the word of exhortation from their compeers, who 
have no authority over their consciences, and no disposition to judge their 
plans, and who would not overstep their limits, or be guilty of discourtesy, 
on any account. It was the accumulation of the contributions of single 
parishes which gave the relief. It will be the withholding of the contri- 
butions of the remaining single parishes, which will prevent that relief 
from being continued. Even if small, the many small collections form a 
large a, and give a large relief. Then, let the importance of the one 
parish collection, each year, be realized, and the helpfulness and kindness 
of the act appreciated. 

And what though some difference of sentiment may prevail, as to the 
most perfect Missionary theory; yet for the time present this is the only 
plan really existing, and in course of operation. Here, too, is the channel 
which our Church herself has prepared. Will not the dutiful mind re- 
spectfully support the Church’s existing institution ? Will not the practical 
mind sustain the only system practically and actually in operation ? 

If any improvement shall be hereafter suggested, or alterations made, by 
the council of our assembled Church, which will meet the wants more ef- 
fectually, or do the work more properly, who will rejoice more than the 
present supporters of our Missions, or then will help with more cordial 
co-operation? Do any of the Church’s faithful sons cherish the hope, that 
some future day will see the wide Missionary river bridged by a noble 
structure, of surpassing beauty and enduring strength 1—will they, mean- 
while, discountenance the well-manned barge or the available boat, for 


freight and passengers, at the reRRY, as it is? 


Appointments—The Rev. Milton Ward, to St. Clair, Mich., from Oct. 
Ist, 1849; the Rev. Henry Safford, to Battle Creek, Mich., from Oct. Ist, 
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Acknowledgments. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the following’ sums from 


the 15th February to the 15th March, 1850:— 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 
+ Claremont—Trinity Ch.-....-. oe 
VERMONT. 
East Berkshire—Calvary Ch.4..- 3 00 
Monigomery—Union Ch. }.-...--- 1 50 
CONNECTICUT. 
Birmingham—St. James’.....---- 19 12 
Bristol Trinity «2 oes hwein cin = oem 11 00 
Fairhaven—St. James’s, add.....- 5 00 
Glastenbury—St. Luke’s..--..--- 16 50 
Stamford—St. John’s.-.....------ 25 19 
RHODE ISLAND. 
}Newport—Trinity, add-.--...... 
NEW-YORK. 
Oooperstown—Christ Ch. 4..-...- 10 10 
} Maspeth--St. Saviour’s. ._.-..--- 11 00 
New-York—Ch, of the Ascension, 
add (So. .geys2 ah Kes rata cts Ears 5 00 


St. Bartholomew’s 8. S.- 
J. Watts Depeyster.-. : 
Wn ig Cc cy er me ee 
Sing Sing—St. Pau)’s, add... 
tUlster—Trinity.....-.---- 


Whitehall—St. Paul’s.......-.---- 
WESTERN NEW-YORK. 
NV ew-Berlin—St. Andrew’s.....--- 
NEW-JERSEY. 
* Hlizabethtown—St. John’s.-..-.-- 19 25 
Hoboken—S, 8. Van Buskirk. -.... 2 00 
Newark—Trinity Ch., Christmas 
OW Ss 1S. Since ta ct nn nemens 11 19 
* New-Brunswick—Christ Ch._.... 35 00 
*South Trenton—St. Paul’s,....-. 14 68 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
* Harrisburg—St. Stephen’s-.---. 40 00 
Holmesburg—Emmanuel Ch...... 1 00 
Philadelphia—X, Y. Z., per the ed- 
itor of the Banner of the 
GuGES, Pi esan. hat lainseate 5 00 
Spring ville—St. Andrew’s. 5 50 
tTowanda—Christ Ch._.......... 3 00 
MARYLAND. 
Baltimore—St. Peter’s........... 25 00 


13 00 


4 50 


76 81 


52 00 


78 53 


13 50 


82 12 


54 50 


Frederick—All Saints’, for Bishop 
Chase’s Mission, $25; Bish- 


op Freeman’s, $25.....---- 50 00 

Leesburgh—St. James’ .......---- 15 00 

*Mrs, EB. Scott, for Hi... .0 <5 5 00 

A Churchwoman.........--.- 2 00 

VIRGINIA. 

OCoalsmouth—St. Mark’s, $.-.-.-.- 5 00 
* Portsmovith—Trinity, Thanksgiv- 

ing Day collection....->..-. 20 00 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Berkeley—St. John’s....-.------- 75 00 
Charleston—St. Paul’s...------.-- 49 18 
Do. for the Chickasaws,.-.-.- 1 25 
Mo: Miss: duec 5) = aeteseieees Rey 
Do. for Greenville, Tenn -...- J 50 
Christ. Church Partsh 26526 «4000 8 00 
Columbia—Trinity - Be hie ac ntti ls 20 00 
Pee Dee—Prince Frederick Par-. 25 00 
Prince William Par.—Sheldon Ch. 12 50 
Sumter District—A Gentleman... 20 00 
Upper St. SOUS meen een ated 50 00 
Winyaw—Prince George’s...----- 5 00 
GEORGIA. 
. Columbus—Trinity Ch ........-. 110 35 
Do, for lowars. 2. cp as s5.0056 5 00 
Ogeechee Mission, 4-.-...-.---- 10 00 
FLORIDA. 

Pensacola—Rev. R. Lewis, Chap- 
hata WAS. Nell soe 3S ae 25 00 
Tallahassee—St. John's........-- 22 60 

* 
KENTUCKY 
*Lexington—E, A. D.......------ 
OHIO. 

Cincinnali—St. Paul’s, a commu- 
nicant, for'Call> 2... 22). ap 10 00 
Plymouth—St. Matthew’s....-..-- 2 00 

MICHIGAN. 
* Detroit—“ Sigma,”..-..- .-....- 6 00 
Grand Rapids—St. Mark’s....... 10 00 
(MISCELLANEOUS. 

SO ues scien t as.= cree tea eee 2 00 

Lieut. P. D, Woodbury, U. S. En- 
PINB OLS Se ak eo yee mite hell 7 00 
Mrs. Susan Daubeny.-.--.... 5 00 
M 5 00 


Totai since June 15th, 1849, $26,144 35. 


[ April, 


97 00 


25 00 


269 18 


125 35 


47 00 


9 00 


12 00 


16 00 


19 00 


-$993 49 


Correcrions.—In the January number, New-York, Church of the Ascension, “ M.C.,” should be $5 in- 


stead of $2. ( 
two Communicants, should be 
were omitted in the January number, 


In the February number, New-Hampshire, read West Cl t 
Bridgeport, St. John's shouleiie sponte bon Hos est Claremont, and not West Chester. 


Springfield, St. Paul's, $15. Wisconsin, 


Illinois, instead of Kickapoo, 


3 Green Bay, Christ Church, read $26. 
this number, marked with + were omitted in the pie number. ” cht 


Connecticut, Wolcott, All Saints’, $3 instead of $2. New-Jersey, Perth Amboy, St. Peter’s, 


$3 instead of $2, The acknowledgments in this number, marked with * 


Connecticut, 
$23, read Kickapoo, $8, 
The acknowledgments in 
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MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


Athens. 
COMMUNICATION FROM REV. JOHN H. HILL. 


Athens, January, 1859. 

Rey. anp Dear Broruer,—It is with great pleasure, and with feelings 
of the deepest gratitude to God, that I sit down to inform you of the results 
of another year’s labors in this department of the foreign field. On the 7th 
ultimo Mrs. Hill and I entered upon the twentieth year of our residence in 
this country, and it isa great thing to be able to say, with devout feelings 
of praise to Almighty God, that at no former period during the nineteen years 
of vicissitude and change which we have spent here, have we felt a deeper 
interest in our work, or been more encouraged as to its effects, both upon 
the present and future generations, as wel] in respect to the present life as 
to that which is to come; for our labors embrace all these objects. 

The 4th instant was appointed as the day for the distribution of our annual 
gifts to our pupils. This usually takes place on the Greek Christmas, but 
as that festival occurred this year on Sunday, we anticipated it by two days. 
I do not know that I can give our friends a better idea of the progress we 
are making in giving scriptural instruction to a generation that has been 
born long since our arrival in Athens, than by requesting them to follow me 
through our various schools, in the order in which the exercises were con- 
ducted on that occasion. I will first conduct them to the Select Infant 
School, where English lessons are combined with Greek ; and here we find 
many children whose mothers once occupied the same forms in the first 
year of our Missionary work. The following catechism was prepared, and 
the children responded in English—(it will be borne in mind that it was 
designed for very young children)—Ques. What feast do we now cele- 
brate 7—Ans, Christmas, or the birth of Christ. Ques. Where was our 
Lord Jesus Christ born ?—Ans. In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus was it 
written by the prophet. Ques, Who was sent from God?—Ans. The arch- 
angel Gabriel. Ques. To whom was he sent !—Ans. To a Virgin espoused 
to a man whose name was Joseph. Ques. What was the child who was to 
be born of the. Virgin Mary to be called ?—Ans,. Jesus. Ques. Where did 
she lay her little son when he was born ?—Ans. In a manger, because there 
was no room for him in the inn. Ques. Who were keeping watch over 
their flocks ?—Ans. Shepherds. Ques. What sweet sounds did these shep- 
herds hear from Heaven ?—Ans. ‘“‘ Glory to God in the highest; on earth 
peace; good will towards men.” Upon this the children rose and sang 
some verses, in English, of an old Christmas Carol, of which the following 
is the first stanza : 

“How blest with more than woman’s bliss was she, the espoused maid 
And Virgin Mother, when she saw upon her bosom laid, 


Her first-born Son! and gazed on Him, with meek, adorning eye! 
His Sire, the Holy Spirit’s might—the power of God Most High!” 
2 
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These children then received their gifts, as rewards for good and obedient 
conduct. Six of them received the beautiful Tract Primer prblished by the 
American Tract Society. ae 

I will next conduct you where we led those friends whom we had invited 
to be present on this joyous occasion, to the next highest department, con- 
sisting of pupils of more advanced age. Here another catechetical lesson 
was recited in Greek, having reference to the incarnation of cur Saviour. 
The answers to the questions were mostly in scriptural language; the pas- 
sages, both chapter and verse, being distinctly quoted. After this, that 
beautiful passage in Isaiah, ix., 6.—‘ For unto us a child is born, &c.”’—was 
sung in Greek, to a beautiful piece of music, and admirably harmonized for 
four voices. The effect of this music upon the audience was very pleasing. 
The distribution of books and other presents to each pupil then took place, 
and among the books given were seventeen copies of the American Tract 
Society’s Primer, and twenty-four copies of “ Aunt Harding’s Keepsake,” 
in Greek, a small tract which we translated from the English, and published 
during the past year, from funds contributed for that express purpose by 
the Sunday-schools of St, Andrew’s Church, in Philadelphia. ‘The money 
for publishing this little book, as well as the tract itself, were sent to me 
through the London Tract Society. After each pupil had received her 
share, our own beautiful Christmas hymn was sung—‘ While Shepherds 
watched their flocks by night,” &c. 

We next proceeded to Miss Baldwin’s room, which contains more than 
fifty poor girls, all of them old pupils, who have learned their Jetters im the 
school, And here we found the cripple Caterina, whose history forms a 
striking episode in the earlier part of our Missionary Jabors. She entered 
our school in 18382! The pupils in this department have been supplied from 
year to year with different portions of the Scriptures. Fifty copies of ‘* Aunt 
Harding” were distributed here, and five copies of the Seripture, to those 
who needed them, besides other suitable presents. 

Next followed the Lancasterian School, and then our large Infant School, 
for promiscuous scholars, and where only Greek is taught. It contains two 
hundred and seventy children; eighty-three copies of the’ Scriptures, and 
twelve copies of the Dairyman’s Daughter, besides cther gifts, were dis- 
tributed in ihis school. ‘The exercises here were such as are usual in pnfant 
schools—reading the Scriptures, reciting infaut school hymns, and singing. 
In all the schools we have two hundred and twenty-six readers. 

Our friends retired, expressing themselves highly gratified with the results, 
On this occasion we were again honored with the presence of the English 
minister, the Right Honorable Mr. Wyse, and his niece. No one is more 
capable of appreciating the immense benefits of our Mission to this people 
than Mr. Wyse. The best years of his life have been devoted to the sub- 
ject of education, and among his most successful and most valuable public 
labors, none stand higher than his efforts in behalf of educational reform 
in Great Britain, and especially in Ireland. It is quite amazing to see the 
deep interest he takes in. our Missionary schools, and this is the more sur- 
prising, not only because his own duties in his high station might be sup- 
posed to lead away his attention from a subject so disconnected with them, 
but because, being a Roman Catholic, he might not look with favor upon a 
Protestant Mission, when he sees at every step that the Bible is the foundation 
of all our instruction. But, so far from this being the case, we feel con- 
fident we have not a warmer friend. nor a more eloquent pleader for the con- 
tinuance and extension of our labors, than in the present representative of 


1850.] FOREIGN. 115 


Great Britain. We have been most fortunate in having near us such a dis- 
tinguished and liberal minded gentleman as the successor of our long tried 
and deservedly esteemed friend Sir Edmund Lyons. 

I have thus attempted to give the Committee, as concisely as possible, an 
idea of the operation of that part of our work—our Missionary schools—and 
certainly this is one of the most practical and useful as well as principal 
branches of our Mission. It would be a matter of rejoicing to us could we 
add to the encouragements arising from the success and effects of our labors 
here, those which spring from a consciousness that all is as well as we could 
wish in regard to the Church at home. We have here our usual comple- 
ment of scholars and teachers, and everything is as it was when our means of 
support were much greater, and always certain. But upon this subject I do 
not mean to.enter to-day. I will close by expressing my great obligations 
to the American Tract Society, for their valuable donation of books, and 
particularly for the Tract Primer, which has been universally admired by 
our foreign friends. It has afforded us the greatest facilities in bringing on 
more than one hundred of our young pupils in the knowledge of the Eng- 
lish language. 

Wishing you every success in your labors during the year upon which we 
have entered, and commending our work to your favorable notice and your 
prayers, 

I remain, yours faithfully in the Gospel, 
Jonn H. Hitz, 


Africa. 


JOURNAL OF REV. J, RAMBO. 


Fair Haven, near Cape Palmas, July, 1849. 


Sunday, 7th.—Preached in the morning in the new and neat little chapel 
situated in the midst of. the settlement, equally distant from several of the 
villages. Besides the twenty-five scholars, teachers, and others on the Mis- 
sion premises, there were nearly one hundred of the principal men from the 
various villages. ‘The people generally, and the women in particular, were 
upon their rice farms, this being their harvest-time. I preached this my 
initiatory discourse from 1 Cor. ii., 2. May the Word have not been spoken 
in vain in the Lord. It is worthy of notice, that so far as I have seen and 
heard in regard to this people, the most influential men are the most regu- 
lar in their attendance upon the means of grace. Having their influence 
and co-operation, we may, by God’s blessing, ultimately hope, that when 
an awakening commences here, it will be general, and be productive of 
grand results to the kingdom of the blessed Redeemer. 

At half-past two o’clock, P. M , baptized the infant daughter of B. C. 
Howard, a converted Krooman belonging to this station. After a lecture, 
administered the Communion to seven persons, four natives and three 
colonists, five of them belonging to this station, At half-past six o’clock, 

‘preached in the Mission-house to those who live upon the premises. The 
Sunday-school is held weekly at nine o’clock, A. M., and at three, P. M., 
except on Communion Sundays. Though the Shepherd has been some 
time absent from this little flock, the Good Shepherd has evidently watched 
over them, as he ever will, with the tenderest care ; guarding them from a 
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thousand dangers to which they have been exposed. The Lord be praised 
for his super-abounding goodness shown to his people in every nation un- 
der heaven. He verily knows his sheep and is known of them. 

Our dear departed Brother Messenger, who spent his short career in 
Africa at this station, is remembered and spoken of as one very dear and 
beloved by all who knew him here, and especially by the scholars of the 
school. May his teachings and example ever lead them to follow him as 
he followed Christ. 

July 9th.—Left Fair Haven and journeyed to Cavalla wa Cape Palmas. 
Found all the members of the Mission family well and in good spirits, espe- 
cially so, because they had just received supplies of letters from their dear 
friends in their distant native land. It is good ‘‘ to rejoice with those who 
do rejoice.” 

July 12th—The Monthly Missionary meeting at this station being de- 
ferred till this evening, I preached from the Saviour’s last commission, 
Mark xvi., 15. These meetings, I trust, are calculated to stir up the Mis- 
sionary spirit in the breasts of the Missionaries, as wel! as in those of the 
children and youth under their instruction in the schools. 

July 15th.—Preached at half-past ten o’clock, A. M., in the chapel in 
town, to nearly two hundred people—nearly half of them being from the 
Mission premises, and most of the remainder the principal men in town, 
with their families. Subject, the Fourth Commandment, which, alas! in 
common with the whole Decaloguc, is almost universally broken by these 
heathen multitudes; however, some of the best friends of the Mission re- 
main in town on this holy day, and attend the services of the Sanctuary re- 
gularly with their families ; other Commandments, sixth, seventh, and 
eighth, perhaps, being more regarded and less broken than formerly. As 
the faithful preaching of the Gospel of Christ is to be the means by which 
the dark places of the earth are to become enlightened, and sinners in 
thronging multitudes are to be brought home to Jesus, we are encouraged 
to toil on, not being ‘‘ weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap 
if we faint not.” 

In the afternoon conducted the Sunday-school, male, and catechised 
some of the classes. Evening, read prayers, after which, Mr. Hofman 
preached. 

July \6th— Accompanied Mr. H. at eight, A. M. to Cape Palmas, in 
order to take part in the services at the laying of the corner-stone of the new 
(St. Mark’s) Colonial Church. A large congregation had assembled in and 
around the school-house at East Harper, which adjoins the lot upon which 
the Church is to be built. The services were commenced at eleven o’clock, 
A. M., by the officiating minister, Rev. Mr. Payne, and I read the Psalter 
aud Lesson. Mr. P. delivered the first address in the school-house, after 
which a procession was formed, led by the building committee and the Mis- 
sionaries. ‘The second address was delivered by Mr. H. at the ground, 
and the box deposited by the officiating minister, who also dismissed the 
congregation by the benediction. 

The foundations of the building had actually been laid before this time, 
and the wall run up some distance, except at the corner where the stone 
was laid. The building, so much needed here for the growing Colonial con- 
gregation, will, it is hoped, be completed in a few months. It will be a 
substantial stone building, twenty-five feet by fifty, and stands on an emi- 
nence near the sea-beach, and will be one of the most prominent and at- 
tractive objects on the Cape, and can be seen some distance on either the 
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windward or leeward coast. May the influence of the Gospel, as preached 
within its sacred walls, be not only heard, but felt and embraced by multi- 
tudes of colonists and heathen, who shall at last be worshippers in the 
heavenly sanctuary. 

Sunday, 22d.—Morning, attended Grebo service in the Chapel as usual. 
Preached at night on the Mission premises to the usual congregation. 

July 26th.—Set out early in the morning on my second official visit to 
my station at Fair Haven. The Mission boat having come to meet me at 
Cape Palmas, I went the remaining ten miles by sea, which tome is always 
pleasant. The trip was short and interesting. The scholars of the school 
and a number of the natives from the town met me at the landing at Fair 
Haven. 

Since my last visit, the affairs of the station have been going on very 
well; except that it was visited twice by a leopard from the adjoining for- 
est. The first time, one of the dogs had an encounter with him, and was 
well nigh killed. The second time he broke into the pig-sty, and. carried 
off a pig weighing at least one hundred pounds. This was before nine 
o'clock, P. M. The school children were still up, and some of them in the 
yard. The pig though killed, was gotten by the school-boys from the sav- 
age beast. ‘They immediately, on hearing that this animal was in the yard, 
ran out with guns and cther weapons aud pursued him; but he, dropping 
his prey, escaped to the woods unharmed. 


~—e 


JOURNAL OF REY. C. C, HOFFMAN. 
Cavalla, June 1, 1849. 


This day, Mr. Rambo was taken ill with the acclimating fever,—just a 
month and five days after our arrival at the Cape. His symptoms are favor- 
able, and we hope his attack will be slight. At this station we enjoy in 
our sickness the comforts of a home, as well as the attention of a skillful 
physician. i 

Saturday afternoon, June 2d.—Visited with Mr. Payne the large Native 
town, to remind the people of the Lord’s Day, and to invite them to attend 
the services of the Chapel. ; 

Saturday, June 3d.—Communion was administered by Mr. Payne in the 
School-house ; I, however, remaining with Mr. Rambo—afterwards, pri- 
vately partook of it, with a sick communicant. Preached at night. 

June 4th.—One of the headmen came to see us this morning. On alarge 
globe, which happened to be in the room, I showed him our country, and 
his own—explained to him the cause of day and night, the seasons, &c. 
He listened with much attention, and then raising. his hands with wonder, 
said: ‘‘ We know plenty things.” ; ‘ 

June 5th._—As I looked from my window this morning I saw a large company 
of natives on the beach—they were seated in a circle. T could distinguish 
the headman by his light skin and his red cap; the Bodi, or chief doctor, 
was also among them, and some of the principal men of the towns; here 
and there a spear was seen rising from their midst; they seemed to be hold- 
ing an animated discussion, and I wondered for the cause. A day or two 
afterwards I learned that a deputation had been sent from Rock Town, to 
say that the Kwee (or departed spirits) wished their friends here to make 
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them a sacrifice of two bullocks. The request was granted, and the two 
bullocks sent. The sacrifice was offered and the feast made, but the Kwee 
received a very small share of the bullocks! , 

June 7th.—Took a walk in the afternoon to the large Native town, accom- 
panied by some of the school-boys; visited the hut of one of the natives, a 
fine-looking, athletic man—had an interesting conversation with him about 
the education of the children. He offered to send one of his own to our 
school. Observing some greegrees in his hut, I called his attention to 
them. At first, he tried to avoid the subject—afterwards said: ‘“ Ino use 
them now since Payne come.” I told him, ‘he built the house for him- 
self, and that he should make his greegrees live out doors.” He under- 
stood my meaning—but was not offended ; for he, like many others, have 
little or no faith in them. Their civil and religious customs and laws are 
so blended the one with the other, that they.are almost inseparable. Unless 
they become real Christians, and forsake their people entirely, an outward 
conformity to their religious customs must be made if they would maintain 
their influence and position among their people. 

The Monthly Missionary Meeting was held this evening. The letter 
which the Church Missionary Society, at their last Annual Meeting, ad- 
dressed to their converts throughout the world, was read. In our little com- 
pany, four or five of the surrounding tribes were represented. Ourseives 
were from a far distant land, and we had just been listening to the Catholic 
Letter of the English Society, addressed to converts from heathenism in all 
parts of the world—our hearts were made glad by these blessed proofs that 
the Lord was gathering His people, and extending the kingdom of His dear 
Son thoughout the world. May the people offer themselves willingly for 
His work, and souls be gathered as the dew of the morning. 

After the Missionary Meeting! met, for the first time, the teachers of 
the evening schools in the Native towns. Four evenings in the week, five of 
the older scholars, accompanied generally each by another of our pupils to 
assist them, go to their benighted countrymen, to teach them something of 
our language and of our religion. Five schools are opened, with nearly 
ninety scholars. Thus are we endeavoring to prepare the way, more fully 
hereafter to disseminate the truth. In order to promote regularity, we 
promise, to every scholar who attends seventy recitations, the gift of 
two handkerchiefs. 1 meet the teachers weekly after our Thursday even- 
ing lecture, to receive a report of their scholars, advise with them, and 
ask God’s blessing upon their labors. As yet I have not deemed it pru- 
dent, not being sufficiently acclimated, to visit the schools, as they are held 
at night, I hope, however, to do so hereafter. We trust these schools 
will not only afford useful occupation to our advanced scholars, but extend 
the influence of the Mission, and prepare children for our own school. 
To promote such objects, we think means will not be wanting. 

__ June 16th.—F or some days past I have been suffering from an attack of 
intermittent fever ; but not sufficiently severe to send for a physician. 

June 17th.—Visiting town this afternoon, a bright little boy followed us from 
place to place; he did not leave us till we reached our own door. He 
wanted to be taken into the school, but he was rather too young—perhaps 
not six years old. We gave him something to eat, and sent one of the boys 
with him to town. : 


June 21st—Slight fever for a day or two past, preventing me from my 
usual occupations. . 
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June 22d.—Visited the town of Di-Ma-Lu, on the Cavalla Rivet, in com- 
pany with Messrs, Payne and Rambo. The former preached to the people 
in their own language. They listened attentively, received us kindly, and 
“* dashed us with a duck.” Our Native friends took us a little excursion on 
the river in their canoes. We were about five miles from its mouth, yet 
here the river was at Jeast a mile wide, The banks were low, and the tim- 
ber light ; but higher up the river, in the distance, we saw tall and majestic 
trees. The current was strong, and we came down with great velocity. As 
we landed on the shore of a beautiful little cove, we saw a number of wo- 
men approaching through a woody avenue, with baskets on their heads, who 
were returning laden with the sheaves of rice, which the men in their canoes 
had brought from the farms. Here, on the shore also, we observed an im- 
mense number of ants, a perfect host, hastening toward the water. They 
were the drivers, so famous in this country; taking their name, I suppose, 
from the fact that they drive everything before them. Insects and reptiles 
flee at their approach. It is said that even the huge Boa, ere he seizes his 
prey, makes a wide circuit to see if his enemy is near, lest he should be at- 
tacked when unable to escape by flight. If they enter a house or hut, as is 
not unfrequently the case, it is rather considered an advantage than other- 
wise ; for although for a time the rightful owner may be driven out, on his - 
return he finds his habitation free from all annoying insects. They make 
sad ravage in a poultry-yard, young ducks and chickens being unable to 
escape them; and I have heard of one case of their destroying a man, who, 
when ill, had been left during the night by his friends. When seeking 
their prey, they extend tiemselves over a wide surface; but when danger 
threatens, they form in ranks, or lines half an inch wide, each side of which 
is guarded by numbers piling themselves one upon the other, like a wall—the 
main portion rapidly passing in the avenue between. They are of a dark 
brown color, and seldom longer than half an inch. * 

June 23d.—Saturday afternoon.—Visited the Native town. An old man 
named Sia, was seated in front of his hut making mats; his appearance is 
venerable, and he is one of the most intelligent of his tribe. He is the 
“ Learned Blacksmith” of the town, and he has really acquired, with little 
or no instruction, a good degree of skillfulness in the working of iron. He 
expressed himself quite poetically in reference to an old bellowsthat had been 
presented to him by the Mission. With a sigh, he said, that “It had left 
his heart in the sky ;”’ meaning that his expectations had been raised, but 
not realized. . 

Sunday, June 24th.—Preached at night in the School-house. _ 

Tuesday, June 26th.—Went to Cape Palmas in company with Mr. 
Payne, who preached at one of the towns at HalfGrahway, where we are 
having a hut built, in which to preach regularly. It is beautifully situated 
in view of Shepard’s Lake. To-day, the congregation was crowded, and 
very attentive. We reached the Cape about six in the afternoon. Mr. P. 
visited some of his parishioners, while I went to the Governor’s, where I 
took tea. Preached in the evening at the School-house. 

June 28th.—An examination was held to-day of the boys’ school. The 
children were nicely dressed, and they had decorated the School-room with 
flowers; a few of the headmen from the Native town came in, who added 
to the’ novelty and interest of the scene. ‘The venerable Sia was among 
them. Mrs. Payne was the only lady present ; while listening to the recita~ 
tion she was occupied with her knitting. Sia had observed her employment 
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on a previous occasion, and in reference to it, had said that “God had 
anointed her fingers.” 

June 29th.—The examination of the girls’ school took place to-day, con- 
ducted chiefly by the teacher, Taba, T. W. Stimpson, one of the oldest pu- 
pils of the Mission. The number of scholars is twenty-three, and of the boys’ 
department thirty-nine. Teachers well qualified to impart instruction, who 
could give their whole time to this most important branch of Missionary ope- 
rations, would find here a field for much usefulness. Among the children 
of this tribe there is no lack of intellectual capacity. The Christian minis- 
ter cannot give to this branch of his work the attention that it deserves. 
Almost any number of children may be had for a school, and yet our num- 
bers are limited, and our laborers are few. The native teachers, it is true, 
possess the advantage of understanding the Grebo; but they are as yet in- 
competent to instruct beyond the rudiments of education, and to take the 
management of a school. Preached in the afternoon at Nyaro. 

June 30th.—Mr. Payne visiting the native town, found preparations made 
for giving Sassa-wood to a woman; with the assistance of some of the 
friends of the poor woman, he was enabled to rescue her. 

Sunday, July 1st.—Slight fever. ‘ 

July 2d.—Visiting one of the towns, the headman made me a “ dash” of 
—a black satin stock! He probably valued it more than I, especially as 
it had been worn! 

July 7th.—A welcome gift was received to-day—a package of letters from 
America, via Savannah—the first since our arrival. 

July 10th.—Had an interesting conversation with the headman of the 
town in the rear of our garden. I sat with him in his thatched hut, an in- 
terpreter at my side, and the old man’s little child asleep on the floor at his 
feet. Our conversation was about the Lord’s day. He told me that recently, 
after a sermon preached on Sunday, at the large town, the headmen went 
to the beach to consult about keeping the Lord’s day; they even sent a depu- 
tation to King Freeman, of Cape Palmas, the head of the tribe, to consult 
him on the subject. Though that which would have so greatly rejoiced our 
hearts, and promoted their happiness, was relinquished, still, that they 
even thought of making a law for observing the Lord’s day generally, shows 
that the truth has not been preached without effect. 

July V2th, Thursday evening.—Monthly Missionary Meeting held; af- 
ter which I met the teachers of the evening school. 

Sunday, July \5th.—In the absence of Mr. Payne at the Cape, took 
charge of his Bible class, from 7 o’clock to 8, A.M. Attended Sunday 
school at 3, P. M., and preached at night. 

Monday, July \6th.—Left Cavalla this morning at 8, for the Cape, in 
company with Mr, Rambo, to take part in the laying of the corner stone of 
St. Mark’s Church. We reached there at 11; found a number of people 
waiting the commencement of the services, which were held in the School 
house, a few yards from the site of the Church. These being over, a pro- 
eession was formed, which, after descending and then ascending the beauti- 
ful hill on which the temple is to be reared, gathered round the foundation ; 
a hymn was sung and a short address made. A copper box, containing va- 
rious papers, &c., was placed in an excavated stone, and covered in our 
presence by the mason. The Doxology was sung and the Benediction pro- 


ees Thus was the corner stone laid of the first Episcopal Church in 
iberia, 
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July V7th.—This morning attended an examination of the girls’ school 
at Mt. Vaughan, and returned to Cavalla in the afternoon. 

July 2tst, Saturday.—tLeft this afternoon for the Cape; stopped and 
preached at Half-Grahway. Among my listeners was an interesting young 
man, about 25 years of age. His seriousness and intelligence have attract- 
ed my attention since I first met him on my way to Cavalla, soon after my 
arrival. This afternoon he walked with me a little way, after the service 
was over, and I told him he must lay up in his heart the words which we 
spake to him. He replied, “‘ yes,” and ‘‘I love to hear the Missionaries 
preach.” He then took me to his hut, gave me a draught of water, and 
showed me his little son, whom he said should go to school by-and-by. 

Sunday morning, 7 o’clock.—Baptized privately an infant which was ta- 
ken ill during the night, and not expected to live. Preached at the School- 
house at il, and at Mt. Vaughan atnight. At the latter place Mrs. Thomp- 
son has an interesting Sunday-school, chiefly composed of little children, 
and Mr. Gibson a large class of adults, besides ten or fifteen more youth- 
ful scholars. 

July 25th—Accompanied Mr, Payne to Grahway, four miles from Ca- 
valla, where he preached to two congregations of about twenty each. Among 
them was a woman who was ornamented with a number of brass rings on 
her arms and ankles, bead necklaces, &c.; her face indicated intelligence, 
and her appearance altogether was striking. We learned afterwards that 
she was a doctress from the interior, or as the natives say, “‘ from the bush.” 

July 26th.—Preached at Nyaro and Queen’s Town. 

July 27th.—This evening visited for the first time one of the evening 
schools ; as I approached the house where it was held, I heard a busy mur- 
mur from, within. On opening the door I beheld a company of about 
five and twenty youths, some seated on benches, and some standing around 
a table, on which the light was burning—each had his book, and three of 
our school boys were scattered among them, teaching from A B C to easy 
reading. One native youth could read in the Testament; he had received 
some previous instruction. They were all, without exception, wide awake, 
and seemingly much interested in their new employment. 'The schools are 
opened with prayer, and closed by singing a hymn and reading a chapter in 
the “ Peep of Day,” translated, of course, and somewhat modified by the 
teacher. I left them, after making a few remarks, joyful in hope that these 
schools will prove.a blessing to the race. 

Sunday July 29th—A day to be remembered, since six of our youthful 
charge have united themselves to the people of God. Early this morning, 
instead of the Bible class, we had the Baptismal service, and an appropriate 
address. Attended Chapel in Native Town; at two o’clock, P. M., met 
about forty scholars belonging to the evening school ; assisted by Musu, I 
was occupied till near 5 o’clock, examining and instructing them. I hope 
to be enabled thus to meet them once a fortnight ; they will meet here, how- 
ever, every Sunday. Preached this evening in the School-house. 

July 30th.—W hile walking on the beach was followed by-half a dozen 
little children. I found in the hands of one of them a Church Catechism. 
They were much delighted when I gave them each a pin, and taught them 
their letters by making them in the sand, , While thus for a little while en- 
gaged, I heard the voice of some one In distress, and on looking up saw two 
men carrying on their heads, the dead body of a youth wrapped in a mat. 
- They were rapidly walking, and the mother was hastening after them; sor- 
row was on her countenance—she uttered sad cries, and was wringing he! 
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hands for trouble of heart. She was following her child to the grave—no 
hope sustained her sinking heart. But woman, brighter days are coming, 
and ere long the afflicted ones in this heathen land shall know the God of 
peace and comfort. 


China. 
JOURNAL OF REV. E. W. SYLE. 


Shanghai, April, 1849. 


April 14th.—I was passing one of those places where they make houses, 
clothes, trunks, silver money, tables, &c., &c., all of colored paper! cut 
out and pasted together, so as to make excellent miniature imitations of 
the real objects. The “end” of such frail furniture is ‘‘ to be burned,” 
in order to transfer it to the invisible world, there to contribute to the com- 
fort of the deceased ; such a silly and childish delusion! Is it not literally 
“feeding on ashes?” The thing which especially drew my attention was 
the couch, pipe, lamp, drug-box, and all the other apparatus of an opium- 
smoker! I asked the workman what it was he was about. He answered, 
“It is for ——— of the family ; he smoked opium in this world, 
and of course he will want it in the next.” 

Sunday, 15th.—To-day I met with a man, who is almost the only one I 
have encountered in China, who seemed shocked when he heard me make 
light of the wooden idols of the temples. He declared they were “ effica- 
cious,”’ and seemed to believe that when feasts were made before them at 
night, and all the lanterns lit up, and the music played, the images per- 
spired, and their faces became “flush red.” . Such were his expressions. 

Mr. Spalding is very feeble. Dr. Bridgeman also is sick. A sort of 
preaching conversation in the ferry-boat, and a morning and afternoon dis- 
course at Wong Ka Mo Dur, were all the services I attempted to-day. 

April 16¢h.—The British war-steamer ‘‘Inflexible,” which came here 
last night, brings the news that the City Gates of Canton were not opened 
to foreigners, as Keyiny, two years ago, had promised they should be. 
Parties here seem to be agreed that the most efficient, as well as the most 
merciful way, of punishing the Cantonese, would be to withdraw the trade 
entirely from the city, and leave the Chinese authorities to make the best 
they can out of their turbulent province—whose seamen are pirates, and 
their peasants murderers. 

April 17th.—Mr. Spalding seems in better spirits to-day ; Dr. Lockhart 
feels confident that his lungs are only irritated, and that no tubercles have 
yet formed. 

April 21\st.—In company with a Christian friend, made an excursion to 
a town about five miles up the stream, at the mouth of which our school- 
house stands, Preached, and distributed a number of select tracts. 

Sunday, 22d.—This morning my congregation was so unsteady—coming 
and going incessantly—that I laid aside the regularity of my usual method, 
and kept on preaching and preying alternately, three or four times. It is 
hard to know what methed suits this people best. In the afternoon, after 
sermon, I have a public catechising of the boys of my day-school; this 
often engages more attention than the previous discourse has been able to 


command. Evening—At the Village good attendance; many women and 
children—noisy. 
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April 24th.—Mr. Spalding does not seem to be improving at all, 

April 26th—Finished my part of the revision of St. Matthew, in the 
local dialect, which we have been endeavoring to get up among ourselves. 

Sunday, 29th.—Afier service, a man stayed to converse with me; he 
said he was about to sail to-morrow for a place 1,500 le (500 miles) dis- 
tant, and asked for tracts, of which I gave him a bundle. Coming home, 
the ferry-boat gave me quite a good audience; and my hearers at the Vil- 
lage were more orderly. 

Muay 3d—The United States sloop “ Preble” arrived here to-day from 
Japan, where her commander, Captain Glyn, has been successful in re- 
covering sixteen seamen, who had been shipwrecked, and were treated very 
inhospitably by the Japanese. I[t is not for me to expatiate on the commer- 
cial and political advantages to be anticipated from the opening of these im- 
portant and interesting islands; but as one who is not indifferent to the 
bodily sufferings of his fellow-men, I should be glad to see the Japanese 
made to feel that they must treat the shipwrecked with humanity; and, as 
jealous for the honor of my Lord, I long to see the Gospel so preached there as 
that Christianity shall be no longer regarded as the watch-word of revolution, 
or the badge of the mercenary. . The word “ Japan,” (Jih-pun,) is Chinese, 
and means, “‘ Day-spring,’” or ‘‘ Sun-rise.’’, When shall the true knowledge 
of the “‘ day spring from on high” visit those isles of the sea? How long 
shall they “‘ wait for His law?” When shall we see realized that glorious 
prophecy—one of the three ‘‘ sentences’ which our own Church has added 
to those of the English Prayer Book—that “ From the rising of the sun, even to 
the going down of the same, His name shall be great among the Gentiles ?” 

May 5th—A man who was going home with some strings of copper 
*‘cash’’ over his shoulder, has been struck dead by lightning. The peo- 
ple’s account of it is this: he had been selling a quantity of cotton seeds, 
which he knew to be worthless, and ‘‘ Heaven” thus signally punished his 
fraud. 

Sunday 6th.—Weather wet; hearers few.. Mr. Spalding seems better. 

May 8th.—We were told “ not at home,” when the Bishop, Mr. McClat- 
chie and myself sent in our cards to the Romish establishment, distance about 
four miles from the city. The neighboring villagers either knew, or pro- 
fessed to know very little about the occupants of the “‘ Hospice,” when I 
questioned them. Certain it is that they conduct all their proceedings very 
quietly ; and not less certain, that they are especially shy of us. They re- 
turn Dr. Bridgeman’s visits, but not ours. 

May 9th.—An old man, Yang by name, came to me to-day with one of 
those mixed-motive applications which are so perplexing. He wants to earn 
food for his body—about that there is no doubt; and he professes to crave 
food for his soul—concerning which I am by no means so certain. I told 
him, however, that if he would gather a school of children in some one of 
the destitute villages close around us, I would give hima dollar a week, 
with the understanding that I should visit and instruct the school, and that 
on Sundays they should use none but Christian books. Under his guidance 
I set off to walk through the fields, to a town called Yung Zeang Kong, 
about four miles due east. How can I recount the cheerful, hearty, eager 
reception I met with from the inhabitants of the scores of hamlets through 
which, or near to which we passed. Few of them could read; generally 
but one or two persons in a neighborhood. To such I gave a book, and 
the rest said, “ will you not come again, and discourse tous?” What could 
I say, but that I would try; in the meantime I bid them take care of the 
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books, and in the evening gather round some one who could read it, and 
thns learn something of the way to be saved. At last we came to a large 
village, where I was told there was no school at all, but that there was an 
empty house that would be very suitable for one. So I said to the men 
whom my coming had gathered together: ‘I find that here, in Sing Kea 
Loong, you have no schocl. Now, if you will promise the house, seats and 
tables, I will pay for the teacher and the books. Consult together, and 
send a messenger or a letter to tell me the result.’ They seemed quite 
taken with the proposition, and promised to see about it. 

When we arrived at the town, Yung Zeang Kong, I walked up and down 
the main and the cross streets, and then sat down to take a cup of tea, and 
see what course the people’s minds would take. They began to make merry 
of my coming, for the Chinese are as jocose.as the Malays are grave. One 
brought out a stool and urged me to get up onit and ‘discourse book.” “No,” 
said I, “I am not a mountebank or tea-shop reciter ; the doctrine I preach 
is a very different thing from stage-plays or lewd stories. If you wish to 
hear the heavenly doctrine, provide me a suitable place to preach it in, and 
I will do so willingly.” Whereupon several cried out, “ in the Hall, in the 
Hall?’ But the Hall was locked up, and no one could get at the key; it 
was plain to me that the keeper had got alarmed; so I said to them, “ never 
mind this time ; I will come again seven days hence, and meanwhile you 
may be able to prepare a place.” I then went out to the end of the town 
where the Temple stands, and in the corner of the quietest court I gathered 
round me as interesting a crowd of listeners as I ever remember to have ad- 
dressed. 

May 12th.—The United States flag ship “‘ Plymouth” has been in port 
some days, and we have enjoyed some very agreeable intercourse with the 
commodore and officers. Friday we were invited on board, in company 
with all the American residents of the place, to join in receiving a visit fror 
the To-tai and another Mandarin. He came, bringing with him his little 
daughter, a quick child of — years old; the old gentleman seemed well 
pleased at the opportunity of becoming acquainted with “ Vun Seen Sang,” 
the Bishop, and the ladies who conducted the school, whose fame as “ good- 
deed doers’ he seems to have heard. 

Sunday, 13th.—On the invitation of Captain Gedney, repeated very 
cordially by Commodore Geisinger, the Bishop officiated this morning on 
boatd the “ Plymouth.” Myself, at Wong-Ka-Mo-Dur, twice, and at the 
village once ; to which last place I was accompanied by one of the “ Ply- 
mouth’s” officers—Mr. Goldsbrough. 


Sutelliqgence. 


We commend the journals of our Missionaries to the readers of the 
Spirit of Missions. The portions in the present number exhibit pleasing evi- 
dence of that patient continuance in well-doing, which rarely fails of success. 

We cannot help repeating the remark, that the need of additional Mis- 
siouaries at Shanghai is most pressing. Painful dispensations have left 
Bishop Boone with but one Presbyter, the Rev. Mr. Syle, and by the return 
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of Miss Morse, the care of the school of forty pupils falls entirely upon Miss 
Jones. An assistant in the latter department, Miss Tenney, sailed on the 
16th of March to join the station. Her arrival will afford some relief, but 
far from enough. The subjoined communication puts this very strongly, 
while it shows that the labor of those now engaged is not altogether in vain :— 


Shanghai, China, November 15, 1849. 


Rev. and Dear Sir,—You will, of course, hear fully from the Bishop 
himself of the further diminution of efficiency which our Mission has 
suffered in the loss (for a time, at least) of the exertions of our indefa- 
tigable fellow-laborer, Miss Morse. Her departure has devolved upon us 
all an additional amount of exertion, though it is on the Bishop and Miss 
Jones that the added burden rests most heavily. It would be gratuitous in 
me to make any suggestions as to the necessity of reinforcements from 
home ; the circumstances of our case, if only known and considered, must 
present a stronger appeal than any I could make; my hope and prayer is, 
that it may prove a more effectual one than those I have made so frequently 
during the last four years. 

Hitherto, I have written only of efforts, plans and operations, in refer- 
ence to my ministry among the heathen; to-day it is my happiness and 
privilege to speak of what I trust will prove but the beginning of the glori- 
ous results and fruits which we look for confidently in this teeming harvest- 
field, not many years hence. Last Sunday morning, 11th November, I 
baptized a man by the name of Sou-dong, an elderly man, one who for eight 
and forty years has lived in heathenism, and who now, at the end of that 
time, comes forward to renounce the world, the flesh and the devil—the 
worship of idols and ancestors, and the following of all evil ‘‘ customs ;” 
who professes that he believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, looking to Him 
only for the pardon of his sins; that he receives all the truths of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed, and that he will continue to serve the one living and true God 
all the days of his life. Believing, as I do, that this profession is made in 
sincerity, I cannot but rejoice exceedingly for his sake, who has been bap- 
tized, and for the sake of the service he may render to the Gospel cause. 
Neither can I fail to return joyful thanksgivings to the God of all grace, 
who has granted me a seal to my ministry, the first in this my allotted field, 
indeed the first since I have been in Holy Orders. 

The baptism took place in the school chapel, that being the nearest place 
of worship to the candidate’s residence. We had chosen for his witnesses 
the two of the fellow-countrymen who had been earliest admitted to the 
Church, Chi and T'su-Kiung—Mrs. Syle was his God-mother. 1 could not 
have wished for anything more sincere and earnest than was the old man’s 
manner during the service. His answers to the all-important questions put 
to him, were made in a plain, firm, audible manner, giving to those present 
the impression that he understood what he was doing, and was not ashamed 
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of the step he had taken. The Lord daily add grace to persevere according 
to this beginning. 

During the few days both preceding and subsequent to his baptism, I 
have been spending a considerable time each morning in reading one of the 
Gospels; and I should find it difficult to express the pleasure it gives toa 
Missionary, who has been preaching for two or three years without visible 
fruit, when he finds one who delights to sit down and read page after page 
of our Lord and Saviour’s history; and who shows, by the nature of the 
questions he asks, that his interest is a heartfelt one, and his words are 
such as go not out of feigned lips. Such a pleasure as this I have not en- 
joyed since the days when I was a Sunday-School teacher at home. 


The new convert has now gone to see his family; and has it in charge 
from me, to go and visit a man, who some months ago was in the habit of 
coming often to my study for reading and conversation, This man had, 
since that time, (as I am told,) fallen under the fascination of a very able, 
but very unprincipled man, who led him off and involved him in evil ways, 
so deeply that he is said to be ashamed to come and see me again, But I 
have told Soo-dong to go in search of him, and to say that I look upon him 
as a “ walk-wrong-road sheep,” (to use the Chinese phrase,) and that I am 
anxious to receive him if he is ready to return. I trust that he will yet be 
brought into the one true fold, and that what has happened to him of late, 
has been permitted, or rather, divinely appointed, to teach him that the 
way of transgressors is hard. The wretched man who led him astray, has 
left this part of the country, and the poor victim of his allurements has 
fallen into great poverty and distress; out of which may the Lord deliver 
him, by making him rich in faith, and an heir of everlasting life. 

I have thus, my dear sir, written out somewhat at full the particulars of 
this, my first case of baptism. Many other cases have occupied my atten- 
tion during the last few months—some of them of much interest and pro- 
mise ; but [I regret to say that I am so ‘pressed out of measure” with 
many occupations, that I have no time to record their details. There is 
one little boy in my day-school who instructs his grandmother how to pray. 
There are two old people (one a blind man) attached to the Wong Ka 

- Mo-dur chapel, who are able, through Mr. Spalding’s patient teaching of 
them, to repeat the Creed, and who exhibit an increasing knowledge of its 
doctrines, and adherence to its principles. Besides these, there is an old 
woman in our service, the one who took care of the dear little girl we lost, 
who gives Mrs. Syle a good deal of reason to hope that she has some sincere 
faith in her heart, though it may be but little, and very feeble. 

_ With all my fondness for writing, and with my desire to make our friends 
at home acquainted with the progress of our labors, and with the true char- 
acter of the people to whom we are sent, still I rea'ly cannot find time for 
writing such communications as would interest them; and I see not how I 
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ever shall be able so to write, until some reinforcement of our numbers 
enables each one of us to take up with, and adhere to that department of 
labor for which, by reason of the particular talents God has entrusted to 
him, he may be peculiarly adapted. As it now is, much time and strength 
are dissipated, and go for nothing, because every one of us is so carried to 
and fro by the current of conflicting calls upon our thoughts and exertions. 

With the earnest hope that the good Lord of the harvest will soon send 


us help in our present distress, 
I am, very truly, 


Yours in the Gospel, 
E. W. Syuz. 


Funps.—The Foreign Committee have for some time been enabled to 
carry on their operations without any special appeal to the Church. Contri- 
butions during the last financial year were general and liberal, so that they 
felt much encouraged to believe that, in the course of this year, they would 
be enabled to place their Missionaries in funds quarterly in advance. The 
treasurer’s receipts during the present year have, however, fallen much short of 
what the Committee had reason to look for ; and as they have no means what- 
ever, beyond the contributions of the Church, it must be perfectly apparent to 
every man, that all the annoyances and embarrassments growing out of de- 
lay in remittances, must again fall upon-the Missionaries, 

Unless the offerings of those interested in the Foreign Missions of the 
Church, shall, during the next two months, come in far more abundantly 
than they have lately, such suffering, without any fault of the Committee, 
must inevitably follow. 
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Erratum.—tIn the March number, Diocese of New-Jersey, St. Andrew’s Church, Mount Holly, should 


have been $30, instead of $22 50. 


